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GENERAL HERBERT BUTLER POWELL

The death of General Herbert Butler Powell, on April 3, 1998, in Williamsburg, Virginia is
announced with deep regret. His last duty assignment was as Commanding General, U.S.
Continental Army Command, Fort Monroe, Virginia.

General Powell was an officer of the highest ideals. His courage, sound judgement, and
l e a d e r s h i p  p r o d u c e d  m i l i t a r y  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  g r e a t  v a l u e  t o  h i s  c o u n t r y .  G e n e r a l  P o w e l l ’ s
military career spanned 43 years, and he served with distinction in a variety of command and
staff positions. With his passing the nation has lost a faithful, valiant servant and the United
States Army, a great commander.

Born in Monmouth, Oregon, July 13, 1903, General Powell is a descendent of the Welsh
family that immigrated to Colonial America and whose members have worn the Army uniform in
all of this country’s wars since the colonial days.

General Herbert B. Powell enlisted in the Oregon National Guard in 1919 and rose to the
rank of sergeant. He was commissioned second lieutenant of Infantry after graduating from the
University of Oregon in 1920. His military schooling included the Company Officers’ Course and
the General Staff Course at the U.S. Army Infantry School and the Command and General Staff
College. His military schooling was further enhanced by his attendance at the National War
College in 1948.

General Powell served with distinction during his 43 plus years in the Army. During World
War II, he served in Europe, where he became Chief of Staff of the 75th Infantry Division,
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  F r a n c e ,  R h i n e l a n d  a n d  t h e  C e n t r a l  E u r o p e a n  C a m p a i g n s .  A f t e r
participating in the Battle of the Bulge, he eventually became a member of the delegation that
met with the Russian High Command in Prague, Czechoslovakia, and was awarded a medal
from the Czech government for his participation. At the conclusion of World War II, General
P o w e l l  r e m a i n e d  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  G 2 ,  G 3  a n d  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f ,  H e a d q u a r t e r s
Command, U.S. Forces, European Theater. During the Korean War, General Powell commanded
the 17th Infantry Regimental Combat Team, the only American unit to reach the Yalu River.
Following duties in Korea, General Powell commanded the 25th Infantry Division in Hawaii, the
U.S. Army Infantry Center at Fort Benning, Georgia and the Third United States Army, Fort
McPherson, Georgia. Upon promotion to four-star general in October 1960, General Powell was
assigned as Commanding General, U.S. Continental Army Command, Fort Monroe, Virginia,
where he directed more than half the Army’s 960,000 regular soldiers and more than one million
reservists. Additionally, he served as the Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Army Atlantic during the
Cuban Missile Crisis from October 1962 to February 1963. He accompanied President Kennedy
on several trips to inspect the troops for readiness and was personally cited by the President for
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  h e  m a d e  t o  t h e  m i s s i o n .  A f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1 9 6 3 ,  P r e s i d e n t  K e n n e d y
appointed General Powell as the United States Ambassador to New Zealand. He continued to
serve as the Ambassador under President Johnson until 1967. During his term as Ambassador,
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